Falls are the greatest contributor to household
accidents and can prevent people from remaining in
their own home in their later years. The bathroom is the
most likely place for slip accidents to occur. This
problem can be reduced by using the principles of
universal design.

The concept of universal design is gaining momentum
in Australia. With an ageing population, people are
thinking about what it takes to live longer in their own
home. This not only is a benefit to the householder but
also has implications for all levels of government.
Keeping people in their own homes longer is a much
cheaper alternative to higher care accommodation.

Many aspects of universal, otherwise known as
inclusive, design are starting to appear in house
construction. Wider doors, split level bench tops, and
importantly the use of non slip flooring materials are all
examples of universal design.

Altro supplied Suprema Apollo to a ground-breaking
accommodation project in Merimbula, NSW.

Designed by respected architect and disability access
planner Harry Sprintz, and built and managed by Alex
Cochran of Universal Design Renovations, the project
has set new benchmarks for universal design. While an
accessibility showcase in itself, the project is a working
holiday unit for people with disabilities.

Altro Suprema also sets the benchmark for safety
flooring. Without the industrial sparkle of traditional
safety flooring, yet still providing a safe slip resistant
surface, Suprema is available in 15 designer colours
ensuring that there is one to suit every interior.

Suprema utilises Maxis Technology for easy cleaning
and maximum colour retention.

Altro Suprema used in slip potential areas

“We initially decided to install Altro Suprema in our
project because of its non - slip properties. What we
did not realise at the time was that because Suprema
is only 2mm thick, producing a level interface between
it and other flooring is a breeze. Anyone who has
pushed a wheelchair realises that even the smallest
difference in levels can lead to problems.

Because the Altro flooring coves up the wall, cleaning
the bathroom floor is easy. Quite often when dealing
with people with disabilities, you need to use copious
amounts of talcum powder for the persons comfort.

A quick hose down and mop over fixes the problem,
and as there are no 90 degree joins in the corners,
there is nowhere for the dust to build up.

So not only does our Altro Safety Flooring make it
safe for our guests with disabilities, it also makes life
easier for their carers who are often left to clean up.”
Alex Cochran, Universal Design Renovations
www.universaldesignrenovations.com




