' WORLD'S BEST PRACTICE SUPPLIE

RALIAN SAFETY FLOO

Playing it safe

Altro safety flooring helps make Brightwater an industry leader
in hygiene management and infection control. v Susw Hoox

ust over a year ago, WA's Bright-

water Care Group decided to cen-

tralise its kitchen and laundry
Earvioes on o one site = a move that will
enable the high-profile aged and dis-
abled came service provider o meet
accreditation criteria bor its support ser-
vices,

The %38 million purpose-built
kitchen and laundry facilities are part of
the group’s $30 million redevelopment
and t::l-:r.!:tnr-.i-::ll'l program, i-::lil'|1|'!.-' funded
by the WA State Government, | bz ey
|:I]'|:-n'|'i~_-'.£'5 have also E:IIIH:II1L!I1'II."I.1 the
-:_1rg:mi:_~.'|+i-:1|'| well as il works towards
certification in SOF 2000 {Safe Cuality
Food), a Hazard Analysis and Critical
Control Point {HA.CI:]:':I based qua]it}r
system Brightwater has adopted

The new state-of-the-art cook-chill
kitchen currently delivers 1500 meals a
day to eight sites. This will increase o
about 1860 when all Brightwater sites
are om line, while still having significant
capacity to provide meals for external
customers, Strict  hygiene  practices

require staff to change into work clothes
in the amenitics area and shoes worn on
the premises stay on the premises. Any
visitor entering the kitchen must gown
up, including hats and disposable over-
shoes, before enfering. All cleaning
equipment s colour-coded, as are cut-
ting boards to avoid cross-infection,
Drocumienbed fln‘mlng Programis st
his :»:i__;;ruh.l olf |.'|_1_.- ataff o ensure spL'{ifiLh.']
standards are adhered to, and virfually
all chemical discharge is hands-free.
The laundry department currently
processes about 13 tonnes a week, of
which four tonnes 15 |::-|~'rh-|.:-|'|;.'|| clothi g,
Brian McKie, Brightwater's Manager,
General Services, explains that signifi-
cant efficiencies have resulbed from the
punﬂ'l:::»:l._' af continuous batch washers
which operate for 20 hours a week,
"This compares favourably fo the old
equipment, which had to be run 104
hours a week to process only seven
tomnes, and that was with four extra
staff,” he told Tntermational Hospitel &

Aged Care foirmal,

Thiis sibe i the most I.II.'\l-I:I.I—d..'I‘ll.' laun-
dry in WA he adds. *This is a green-
fields site s0 we were able to design it
exactly to our requirements.

“When we moved o this high-tech
laundry, all staff underwent compe
tency-based South
Metropolitan TAFE, giving them a cer-
tificate in textiles and laundering.”

More than 19X m2 of Altro safety
flooring have been installed across the
entire site, including the lawndry oom
plex, main  kitchen,
areas, chillers, freezors and cool rooms,
to provide maximum slip resistanoe and
underfoot comfart for staff,

MK ERLE |u'v:'|.||:':q.'||:i-:|r'|.'|| health and
safety was a key factor influencing the
choice of Hoorcovering,

“First and foremost, we wanted a
fooring that was going to provide a safe
and well-lit working environment for
our staff,” ke told J.h'.-"l[?ll'. “The conks,
for instance, are required to stand for
long periods of time while preparing
meny kems O a conventional tled or

training  af Fast

adminiztration

“First and
foremost, we
wanted a flooring
that was go i1 1g to

provide a safe and
well-lit working
environment
for our staff.”
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